ENVIRONMENT

Sheila Cole hasa
warning for
Halifax’s
decision-makers

Running once every 20 years, Habitat IlI,
the United Nation's conference on Housing
and Sustainable Urban Development. affects
policy for governments around the globe. And
when Quito. Ecuador hosted the 2016 edition
in October. Halifax’s Sheila Cole was there
The goal of the conference was to
tmplement the New Urban Agenda. “an
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action-oriented document that will set global
standards of achievement in sustainable
urban development. rethinking the way we
build. manage, and live in cities through
cooperation with committed partners,
relevant stakeholders, and urban actors at
alllevels of government as well as the private
sector”

Cole works in a variety of roles. including
senior policy advisor for the Nova Scoua
Environmental Network and chair of the
Canadian Environmental Network's Health
Caucus. “The presentation | was making at
UN Habitat was about public engagement
and multi-stakeholder decision-making
processes,” says Cole. “The thrust of the New
Urban Agenda is inclusiveness and
accessibility and places very much an
emphasis on participatory. democratic forms.
of engagement.”

With Halifax in the midst of a wave of
development, the subject is timely. According
toCole, Halifax must ensure that communities
are engaged in the decision-making processes
and that we're taking care to preserve the
heritage and natural assets we have now,
while also developing in a thoughtful and
strategic way.

While Cole says that Halifax is currently a
leader in terms of environmental practices, she
also says that when it comes to development
practices, the city is losing its edge

“Weneed toscale back the huge development
initiatives that are going on right now.” says
Cole. She goes on to say that the city 1s
developing too rapidly. and without nearly
enough citizen engagement.

“We're losing a lot of the soul of the city by
encroaching on historic and established
neighbourhoods,” she says. “It's willy-nilly
development. What we are doing is not
desirable. In the very rapid. shocking actually
degree of development that’s happening now.
we're having tremendous slippage there in
terms of the overall integrity of the structurc
of our city.”

Cole outlines a number of other areas that
Halifax needs to work on, based on the
discussions at Habitat I11

“We need to formulate our policies and
decision-making through the multi
stakeholder process,” says Cole “We need to
keep on with our initiatives to make our
transportation more accessible and less
polluting. We need to work on healthy
affordable housing. We need to protect our
parklands and our special places within the
cily in order to give people places for
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“WE NEED TO WORK
ON HEALTHY,
AFFORDABLE
HOUSING. WE NEED
TO PROTECT OUR
PARKLANDS AND
OUR SPECIAL
PLACES WITHIN
THE CITY.”

—SHEILA COLE

recreation, but also to protect our
ecosystems, for the purposes of protecting
air, soil, and water. We need to work on
pollution reduction where we can And we
need to focus on food security that links the
rural areas with the urban areas ”

1t's a long to-do hist. but it’s one Cole is
confident we can accomplish. especially
since Halifax has a history of taking
progressive environmental steps. She
names the ones she’s been involved in;
these include the introduction of non-
smoking legislation. the pesticide bylaw,
no-scent policies, and environmentally
healthy schools.

“This is what people are hungry for and
striving for all over the world, and we have
already achieved 11, she says, speaking
about the city’s past initiatives. “In terms of
the multi-stakeholder process, that it was
citizens who led these things is what makes
Halifax really different.” §
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